“About You”

Writing Assignment
In this assignment, you will be writing about yourself. Your research probably won’t mean a trip to the library, but rather a trip around your house.

You are going to begin the job that historians do – locating, describing, and analyzing evidence – only this time I’m interested in evidence that relates directly to you. Your research should involve the following steps.

1. Locating Sources of Evidence

What documents or artifacts can you locate that describe your life? (Examples might include your guitar, a trophy, pictures from a friend’s birthday or a family party, a driver’s permit, a poster collection, a special gift from a parent, a shell collection, your car, refrigerator art from 1st grade, etc.)

Once you start locating evidence that describes your life, select the items of evidence that you think best describe you. (Please choose 4-6 items.)

2. Describing the Evidence

For each item you include, describe it briefly and explain why you included it. (You should write a short paragraph for each item, and can combine steps 1 and 2 as you write.)

For example, I might include a picture from my wedding. I would describe who is in the picture (my husband, friends, or family members), what date the picture was taken, and why I think my wedding was an important event in my life. As you’re describing the evidence, pretend you’re describing it to someone who doesn’t know anything about you!

3. Analyzing the Evidence

Now for the hard part. Once you’ve gathered the evidence and described it, look at the pieces as a whole. Does the evidence you’ve gathered give a complete picture of your life? Why or why not?

If you’re feeling stuck with answering these questions, imagine that you could pile all of the items you’ve described above on a table. If someone who didn’t know you at all walked by the table and looked at the items and your descriptions, would s/he have a pretty good picture of your life? Why or why not? There’s no right or wrong answer here – think about it and write your thoughts in this section (which should be about a paragraph long). 

Bottom line: I’m not too worried about the format of this assignment. Be creative and thoughtful as you help me learn more about you and what’s important to you!

Please pay attention to spelling, sentence structure and grammar, since you will be evaluated on your writing skills. (See rubric on back.) You may type or handwrite (legibly) this paper. This paper is due on Wednesday, September 2. Please note that you should not bring in the items you write about. I will not share your work with the class, so whatever you write about will remain confidential.
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All About You

	
	Content
	Grammar/Mechanics

	Exceeds Standard 

90-100
	• Describes 4-6 items of evidence by using specific examples and relevant details. 

• Makes insightful connections when analyzing the evidence.  
	• Consistently uses correct grammar, punctuation, and spelling.  

• Uses the active voice. 

• Uses sophisticated sentence structure and word choice.

	Meets Standard 

80-89
	• Describes 4-6 items of evidence by using a some examples and details. 

• Makes some relevant connections when analyzing the evidence.
	• Few errors in grammar, punctuation, and spelling that do not obscure the meaning of the student’s work.  

• Uses appropriate sentence structures and word choice.

	Partially Meets Standard 

70-79
	• Describes some items of evidence, but with few examples or relevant details.

• Makes weak connections when analyzing the evidence. 
	• Some errors in grammar, punctuation or spelling that may or may not obscure the meaning of the student’s work. 

• Uses basic sentence structures.

	Does not meet Standard 

Below 70
	• Describes only 1-2 items of evidence.

• Does not attempt to analyze the evidence.
	• Frequent errors in grammar, punctuation or spelling that often obscure the meaning of the student’s work.  


